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yet no sooner was he in the pulpit but he spoke with as much strength,
ardour, eloquence, and unction as he had done in the vigour of his youth.
He restored to health on the spot one that had been bed-rid eighteen
years, in the presence of a great multitude, and wrought innumerable
other miracles; amongst which we may reckon as the greatest the con-
version of an incredible number of souls. He inculcated everywhere a
detestation of law-suits, swearing, lying, and other sins, especially of
blasphemy.

Falling at last into a perfect decay, his companions persuaded him
to return to his own country.    Accordingly he set out with that view/
riding on an ass, as was  his ordinary manner of travelling  in  long
journeys.   But after they were gone, as they imagined, a considerable
distance, they found themselves again near the city of Vannes.    Where-
fore the saint perceiving his illness increase, determined to return into
the town, saying to his companions that God had chosen that city for
the place of his burial.    The joy of the city was incredible when he
appeared again, but it was allayed when he told them he was come,
not to continue his ministry among them, but to look for his grave.
These  words,  joined   with   a   short   exhortation   which  he made  to
impress on the people's minds their duty to God, made many to shed
tears, and threw all into an excess of grief.    His fever increasing, he
prepared himself for death by exercises of piety and devoutly receiving
the sacraments.    On the third day the bishop, clergy, magistrates, and
part of the nobility made him a visit    He conjured them to maintain
zealously what he had laboured to establish amongst them, exhorted
them to perseverance in virtue, and promised to pray for them when he
should be before the throne of God, saying he should go to the Lord
after ten days.    His prayer and union with God he never interrupted.
The magistrates sent a deputation to him, desiring he would choose the
place of his burial.    They were afraid his Order, which had then no
convent in Vannes, would deprive the city of his remains.    The saint
answered that, being an unprofitable servant and a poor religious man,
it did not become him to direct anything concerning his burial;  how-
ever, he begged they would preserve peace after his death, as he had
always inculcated to them in his sermons, and that they would be pleased
to allow the prior of the convent of his Order which was the nearest to
that town to have the disposal of the place of his burial.   He continued
his aspirations of love, contrition, and penance;   and often wished the
departure of his soul from its fleshy prison, that it might the more speedily
be swallowed up in the ocean of all good.   On the tenth day of his illness
he caused the passion of our Saviour to be read to him, and after that
recited the penitential psalms, often stopping totally absorpt in God.
It was on Wednesday in Passion Week, the 5th of April, that he slept